WARP SPEED, MR. SULU!   —  for audience  —  by Chappell Kingsland  —  May 2003

1. MEN
2. exhale loudly AND/OR whistle

3. continue

4. make percussive mouth noises

5. sing freely, on the word “Speed”

6. hold on a pitch

7. sing freely, on the words “Mr. Sulu”

8. hold on a pitch

9. whisper/murmur/mumble

10. continue, occasionally singing the first two notes of a Broadway song very loudly, then murmuring again

11. whisper/murmur/mumble (no Broadway)

12. continue, getting louder

13. sing a complete Broadway tune, very loudly

14. quick fall from your highest to lowest note

15. say the names of people you see here

16. continue OR hum

17. say names OR rise from lowest note to midrange

18. all sing, moving toward a unison pitch

19. on that note (not on the tune), sing only the words “Twinkle twinkle little”, following conductor

20. on any other note, sing “Star” and hold

21. fade slowly OR speak “Twinkle” repeatedly

22. speak “Warp” repeatedly OR sing “Twinkle” very low

23. speak “Twinkle twinkle little”

24. speak “Speed Mr. Sulu” OR sing “little” very high

25. speak any combination of the words “Little Sulu Twinkle Speed Warp Star Twinkle Mister”

26. continue to speak OR sing freely “How I wonder what you are” and hold the last note

27. sustain on “Are” OR make mouth noises

28. sing quickly “Like a diamond in the sky”

29. on the tune, sing the first four words: “Twinkle twinkle little star”

30. rest

31. rest

32. sing the word “Wonder” repeatedly

33. shout “You are” (following conductor)

34. recite alphabet very loud and fast

35. sing “Mister” and hold

36. continue holding

37. recite quotes from Star Trek

38. sing “Warp Speed!”, rising in pitch and volume at the end (following conductor)

1. WOMEN
2. exhale quietly

3. sing “ah”, closely following conductor

4. sing freely, repeating the word “Warp”

5. continue

6. hold on a pitch

7. sing freely, on the words “Mr. Sulu”

8. hold on a pitch

9. slowly fade out

10. rest

11. whisper/murmur/mumble, occasionally singing the first two notes of a Broadway song very loudly, then murmuring again

12. continue, getting louder

13. sing a complete Broadway tune, very loudly

14. quick fall from your highest to lowest note

15. hum

16. continue OR describe in great detail what you ate for breakfast

17. continue describing OR fall from highest note to midrange

18. all sing, moving toward a unison pitch

19. on that note (not on the tune), sing only the words “Twinkle twinkle little”, following conductor

20. on any other note, sing “Star” and hold

21. fade slowly OR sing “Warp” repeatedly

22. speak “Twinkle little” repeatedly

23. speak “Speed” repeatedly OR sing “Twinkle” very low

24. speak “Twinkle little” repeatedly OR sing “Mr. Sulu”

25. sing “Star” very high and hold

26. continue holding

27. sing freely “Up above the world so high” and hold last note

28. continue holding OR laugh

29. on the tune, sing the first four words: “Twinkle twinkle little star”

30. rest

31. sing “How I” repeatedly

32. continue OR shout “What”

33. shout “You are” (following conductor)

34. recite alphabet very loud and fast

35. continue

36. sing “Sulu” and hold

37. sing the theme from the original “Star Trek”

38. sing “Warp Speed!”, rising in pitch and volume at the end (following conductor)
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Notes for the conductor

This piece is really fun for an audience to perform.  Each person needs a copy of the score (page one of this file).  The conductor needs the score plus this sheet and the series of numbers (the remainder of this file).  Tell the audience the following instructions before beginning:

• When I hold up a sheet that says “1”, everybody begins performing the action described at number one.

• This will continue until I hold up “2”, when everybody immediately begins performing action number two.

• The piece goes in order from “1” to “37”, although I’ll let some numbers last longer than others.

• Please take a look at numbers 18, 19, and 28 and observe these instructions closely.

• In several spots, such as number 15, you have a choice between two actions.  [The conductor needs to make a decision here - either let people choose freely all the time, or divide the men and women each into two groups, such that one group always takes the first option, and the other group always takes the second.]

• A few numbers indicate that you should follow the conductor.  Let’s try rehearsing those numbers now:

Number 18 [the conductor beats each syllable]

Number 32 [the conductor gives a strong beat and the audience shouts “You are” Number 37 [conductor raises hands very slowly, then makes cutoff gesture]

That’s it!  Remember, it’s up to you as the conductor to decide the timing of each segment.  I would recommend planning this out a little bit - just to know which numbers should go by especially quickly (such as 32, which has a single quick action) - but in the performance, just follow your ears and go on to the next number whenever it feels right.  HAVE FUN!

This piece may be performed freely.  Please notify the composer of all performances: chappell@chappellkingsland.com   •   www.chappellkingsland.com
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